Hello Beautiful Gardening and Farming Goddesses,
Here are notes from the last ABQ Backyard Farming Collaborative Meeting on March 16 at the Source. Sorry for the delay in getting these to you. I left on a business trip almost immediately afterwards and am just getting back.

NEXT ABQ BYF COLLABORATIVE MEETING
Katya Miller has generously offered to host the next meeting at her home, pool-side, in her townhouse community.

It will be a potluck, 6:30 to 8:30 or 9:00-ish pm, Tuesday, May 18th
Address is: 3939 Rio Grande Blvd, #76 (it is a townhouse complex)

Optional: Meet early at Katya's house at 5:30 pm to tour to a lama farm and bag lama manure for use in your garden (excellent stuff!) Please bring appropriate bags and shovels.

NOTE: If you'd like to swim or sauna, please bring a towel and your bathing suit

Also, Katya's birthday is May 16, so we will be celebrating!!!
PLEASE RSVP: To Katya <miller.katya@gmail.com> AND to Melanie <melanie@melanierubincoaching.com>

REQUEST FOR INFO:
Please let us all know of any backyard farms, people with chicken coops, school gardens, and community gardens that should be included in the tours Chery, Jennifer, Lisa, Sara, and Gretchen are helping to coordinate for July 31 - August 1.

IN THIS EMAIL
1. Overview of the March 16 Meeting

2. People who Attended and their Updates

3. Ideas for Fun Projects to get the Word Out about Gardening/Backyard/Frontyard Farming

1. OVERVIEW OF THE MARCH 16 MEETING
This meeting was hosted by Chery Klairwator as a potluck at the Source.  She set up beautiful tables with table cloths and napkins in the meeting room and it looked like a lovely tea party. Thank you Chery! It was Gretchen's birthday and we celebrated with great food including salad, pasta salad, vegetarian enchiladas (with birthday cancles), flowers, chocolate, and Gretchen made her own very wonderful carrot birthday cake. 

Happy Birthday Gretchen and many wishes for a wonderful next year!
This meeting was more informal, with everyone sharing what they have been up to and celebrating the launch of initial workshops for this gardening season, and then discussing a couple of project ideas we might coordinate.

2. PEOPLE WHO ATTENDED AND THEIR UPDATES
Please let me know whether I've forgotten important notes. 

Since the bulk of the meeting was going around and sharing what each person has been up to, I'll cover this portion of the meeting by person.

Christianna Cappelle - The Gardener's Guild has published their first issue of GreenzineABQ, a publication for members of the Gardeners Guild, either electronically or in print. Congratulations! Go to www.gardenersguild.org to join as a member and receive GreenzineABQ. They are also looking for submissions to the magazine. Contact Christianna at <info@gardenersguild.org> Also, Christianna is posting ABQ BYF Collaborative workshops on the gardener's guild web site, which is great, and thank you Christianna.

Patricia Ames- Patty introduced herself and her involvement in ABQ Backyard Farms.

Gretchen Beaubier - Gretchen introduced herself and her involvement in ABQ Backyard Farms as well as her role in helping to coordinate the backyard farms, community gardens, and chicken coop tours for July 31 - August 1.

Jen Prosser - Jen has launched her workshop series for 2010 successfully (go Jen!) including her workshops March 6 and March 13, and by the time this email goes out, her workshop March 27. She is also coordinating with Bernalillo County Open Space to present their "Backyard Farming Series" and they are expecting literally hundreds of people. Important Note: Please let Jen know of any workshops you would like to have announced at this series as she is generously helping to get the word out about everyone's workshops. The next one is April 17 and will cover "Backyard Livestock."

Katya Miller - Katya shared about the meetings she has coordinated with Melanie and others' input to pull together film makers who are producing films about food and food issues. There is a web site that is beginning to be planned to share info about food films. Katya is particularly focused on seed saving, and local farmers who save native seeds.

Chery Klairwator - Chery shared about:

- Her meeting with neighbors near the Source, launching 2010 plans for expanding the community garden at the Source which Chery began last year. Please contact Chery at <chery@the sourceabq.com> if you would like more information about these efforts.

- The first meeting of the coop and garden tour team, and plans for moving forward in organizing those tours

- The first ABQ Backyard Farms workshop held at the Source March 7, which was attended by about 27 people, and had prior coverage by the Albuquerque Journal. It went very well, thanks to a good team effort from Yvonne, Chery, and Melanie, with Zoe's support.

Zaida Amaral - Zaida introduced herself and her work with Transition Towns, New Mexico and U.S., and shared about a community garden now being developed at Coal and Walter. She also talked about her work with Leslie Buerk and Tami Brink (?) (Zaida, please remind me of Tami's last name) to create an organization that will support and network sustainability efforts throughout Albuquerque.

Pamela Heater - Pamela shared about her involvement with Albuquerque Backyard Farms and her interest in a gardening project that is now being implemented with homeless teenagers based at Highland High School, under the direction of Susan Smith (Pamela, please correct/add to this info. thank you.)

Zoe Wilcox - Zoe told of the success of her first workshop March 13 in the Mother Nature Gardens 2010 series, which had over 20 participants (go Zoe!) as well as her work with husband Bard helping to install a rooftop garden at Lead and 3rd, and working with Good Shepard Presbyterian Church to install a food forest and 32,000 gallon rainwater harvesting cistern. Wow! (Zoe, please correct and add to this info. thank you.)

Melanie Rubin - Melanie talked about how wonderful it felt to work on a team with Chery and Yvonne to put together the first ABQ Backyard Farms workshop for March 7, with Zoe's support, (and how much less work and more fun it is becoming to share these efforts more and more.) She also talked about the new google calendar for the ABQ BYF Collaborative workshops that is now linked from the www.abqbackyardfarms.com web site. She also talked about the listing that has been done for collaborative workshops in the coop newsletter.

3. IDEAS FOR FUN PROJECTS TO GET THE WORD OUT ABOUT GARDENING/BACKYARD FARMING
Melanie raised the question of doing some kind of contest to bring attention to innovative gardening/backyard/frontyard farming efforts in Albuquerque. We brainstormed around this a bit, with the idea of categories for:

- Most creative recycled chicken coop

- Most nutrition dense garden

- Most beautiful garden

- Most innovative rainwater harvesting solutions

- Highest diversity garden

- Most interesting path through a garden

- Most accessible garden

- Most innovative patio garden

etc.

The concerns were about "taking on another thing" and also whether we want to focus on collaborative rather than competitive efforts.

Zoe raised the question of inspiring 1000 edible gardens or backyard/frontyard farms in 2010.

We discussed these ideas and Katya raised the idea of inspiring 2012 gardens by 2012.

We decided we would pursue this idea further in email conversations and see whether we could develop something to begin this year.

***

I think that covers it. Please let me know if I've missed anything important.

With love and respect,

Melanie

505-261-3214

