Meeting Notes Backyard Farm Collaborative, January 20
Here are notes from the first meeting, Wednesday night, Jan 20th. (Note to attendees: this has been edited slightly from our followup email for privacy considerations with people's email addresses, etc.)

These notes include:

- ACTION ITEM
- UPDATES FROM/ABOUT ATTENDEES
- ATTENDEES LIST
- INFO RE: NEXT MEETING
- MEETING NOTES
- NEW INFO
- SEED ASSEMBLY BRUNCH INVITATION, JAN 31

ACTION ITEM:
- Please get to Melanie by Sunday, January 31, a first, tentative list of gardening workshops you are considering/planning for spring/summer/fall 2010, with proposed dates, times, and costs. Melanie will collate and organize this info for us to discuss at the next meeting, Feb 2. The goal is to create a list that is as integrated as possible of gardening/farming workshops in Albuquerque this year and get this to Robin Seidel by Feb 10 to request publication in the March gardening issue of the Coop newspaper. 

Christianna already has a lot of info about upcoming workshops from other groups, as we touched on at our meeting.


UPDATES FROM/ABOUT ATTENDEES
- Christianna called Friday. She is hoping to attend the next meeting.
- Cara found a pair of glasses in her bag after our meeting. Did someone get back to her about missing glasses? 


ATTENDEES

In the first part of our meeting we had:
- Zoe Wilcox-Edrington,     
- Jen Prosser,         
- Chery Klairwator,     
- Jennifer Dwyer,        
- Cara McCulloch,     
- Gretchen Beaubier,     
- Ellen LaPenna, and      
- Melanie Rubin.         

At Slate Street we added:
- Pamela Heater,         
- Lisa Silva,             
- Sara Van Note, and 
(and last but certainly not least,)
- Yvonne Scott.      

Others who Planned to Attend, but couldn't or didn't make it (for various reasons), or sent info or good wishes via Melanie:
- Patricia Ames,         
- Maggie Seeley,         
- Robin Seidel,         
- Katya Miller,         
- Zaida Amaral, and
- Christianna Cappelle.

Anyone else who was on the distribution list, please let me know if you'd like me to pass along your contact info.


INFO RE: NEXT MEETING

We will do a next meeting on Tuesday night, February 2:

6 - 6:30 pm (or later if we can stay longer, like last time,) Betty's Bath, private tub now reserved
7:30-ish til 9 or 9:30-ish, Slate Street, private dining room now reserved

*** Please RSVP to Melanie about which part/parts you plan to attend so she can give most correct numbers to Betty's and Slate Street as they requested.

Betty's Bath and Day Spa, 341-3456
(1835 Candelaria NW, between 12th and Rio Grande, on the north side of the street)

Slate Street Cafe Wine Bar, 243-2210 
(515 Slate Ave, between Mountain Rd and Lomas, and between 4th and 5th streets)



At the next meeting we will discuss:
- Integrating workshop schedules for this year
- A name for this group?
- Further on other ideas that emerged from our first meeting
- Possibility of coordinating sub-groups to organize tours:
a. Chicken Coop/Backyard Farms and Gardens
b. Community Gardens
c. School Gardens

MEETING NOTES

***TUB NOTES***
- We did introductions, all around, in partial flotation...
- We talked about what we each were interested in, and why we had come
- This seemed to divide into several categories:
* Having a good time, and making friends, shared by all
* Collaborating on community gardens efforts
* Collaborating on related tours in Albuquerque: Chicken Coop, Backyard Farms, Community Gardens
* Coordinating/collaborating on workshops
* Collaborating on a potluck series for this summer


- We talked about groups that have done some of these things/related things/similar things in the past:
* Chicken Coop tour organized by Jennifer Dwyer with help from others
* Potlucks organized by Christianna for the Gardener's Guild
* Calendar organized by Christianna for the Gardener's Guild
* Workshops organized/coordinated by the Gardener's Guild
* Community gardens network the Gardener's Guild is involved with
* Community garden launched by Chery Klairwator at the Source last summer
* Community gardens efforts by Tree People in San Francisco

- We talked about how to focus our efforts, and where to begin, and decided that coordinating workshops was a good place to begin

(oh my goodness, my hens are making so much noise today, chasing each other around the coop, and squawking. oh, i see, it's because the wind has flipped the old patio table umbrella I have set up out there as a covering over the run completely up onto the roof of the coop. what a funny day....)

***SLATE STREET NOTES***
We did further introductions, all around, since Lisa, Pamela, Sara, and Yvonne had joined us.

Ideas/thoughts/suggestions/questions shared at the meeting, not in chronological order, included:
- We should have a forum or online place for this group. We talked about the possibility of doing this through the Albuquerque Backyard Farms web site or the Gardener's Guild web site. We touched on the fact that the Gardener's Guild has launched some kind of blog or forum, and that we need to find out more about this.
- It is important and significant that we are all women doing/sharing this work together. We need an organization of women in Albuquerque doing this, and an ongoing way to communicate with and support each other
- We like the idea of the Carbon Footprint workshop that Lisa's girls did.
- It would be good to have a two or three-day conference with workshops on the topics we are discussing. Perhaps this could happen in the fall.
- Perhaps the best way for us to get started collaborating is to coordinate our individual workshop schedules, and get information about them collaboratively to support everyone's success.
- We discussed the idea, presented by Zoe, of a certification program in Backyard Farming

- We discussed the challenge of getting this info out to different populations and socio-economic groups
- We talked about creating a curriculum of workshops and presenting those in different physical places in the community, or through the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, the Hispano Chamber of Commerce, or the Hispanic Cultural Center
- Zoe told of how she has done a workshop for her neighbors, in her neighborhood
- We talked about the importance of doing workshops for children - that they can bring this info home to their parents
- We talked about how girls at Lisa's school have been so much more active, involved than the boys. Quote from Lisa, from a 5th grade girl, something like "If you want something done in the fifth grade you need to ask the girls."
- Melanie shared the brainstormed list of workshops she had put down, based on the work Zoe and she have collaborated on, and their discussions.
- Decided Action Item from this meeting (see above)
- Melanie invited everyone to the Seed Assembly Brunch, Jan 31 (see below.)

*** Please let me know what I've missed.***

